
14 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of Wall Parish Council held on Tuesday 21 January 2020  
at 7:30 pm at Wall Village Hall 

Present: Cllrs M J Crowe (Chairman), R Barker, P Sampson, C Rubisch, F Robertson and A Ryman.   

In Attendance:  County Cllr David Smith, two members of the public, and Peter Young (Clerk).  

Apologies: None.   

65. Declarations of Interest and Dispensations:   
Cllr A Ryman had a pecuniary interest in item 75b but the item simply reported action already taken 
and was not discussed at this meeting.  No other councillor had an interest not covered by a 
dispensation.   

66. Minutes 
Minutes of the Council meeting held 20 November 2019 were approved and signed as a correct record. 

67. Matters Arising on the Minutes:  None, not included on the agenda.  

68. Public Session    

A member of the public reported on progress for a village event to commemorate the 75th anniversary 
of VE Day in May 2020.  Publicity leaflets had been produced and circulated.  

69. District and County Councillors’ Reports 
Apologies were received from the District Councillors who were unable to attend.   

County Councillor David Smith reported on flooding problems on Cranebrook Lane, Hilton, which were 
apparently related to block drains following overflow from potato washing on an adjacent site.   

The Chairman thanked the County Councillor for his attendance and reports. 

70. Policing Matters:  
No Police present.  It was noted that the details of the PCSOs on the noticeboard needed updating. 

71. Reports from Chairman, Councillors and Clerk 

a. Preparations for 2020 Best Kept Village (BKV) Competition:  The Clerk informed members that the 
Community Foundation for Staffordshire, who organised the BKV competition, would be holding 
a BKV Roadshow in Longdon on 7 February.     

b. Preparations to commemorate the 75th anniversary of VE Day: Further to discussion during the 
Public Forum it was noted that an application had been submitted for £100 of funding from the 
County Councillor’s Local Initiatives Fund.   

c. Update on arrangements for Village Lengthsman appointment:  It was reported that the possible 
contractor who had been suggested was not available.   Action: Clerk to contact Shenstone Parish 
Council regarding the possible availability of their assistant lengthsman. 

d. SPCA Councillor Training Course 19 February:  Details to be circulated to members, and the Council 
would pay the cost of any member attending.   

e. John Linney memorial plaque:  Members agreed the suggested wording for the plaque.  It was 
noted that the wording would also need to be agreed by the Village Hall Committee. 

72. Highways and Open Spaces  

a. Wall Island: The Clerk read the response he had received from Highways England.  Due to 
reallocation of funding, the improvement works to the lane layout and signage which were to 
have taken place in May 2019 had been reduced to only repainting of the existing white lines 
Action: Clerk to write to Christopher Pincher MP seeking his co-operation to secure funding for 
improvements at the Island.   A copy of the correspondence to be submitted to Shenstone Parish 
Council. 
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b. Response from SCC re bus route reversing at the Butts:  The Clerk read the response he had 
received from SCC Public Transport Unit that the reversing manoeuvre at The Butts was permitted 
and that altering the route to the longer alternative route via the A5 Wall bypass, was not 
financially viable to the County Council which subsidised the service.   

c. Community Payback Team:  Councillor P Sampson reported on ongoing work being undertaken 
on the fortnightly visits.  A quantity of leaves which had been collected at the churchyard had 
been removed through the combined efforts of equipment and facilities provided by Councillors 
R Barker and A Ryman.  

d. Code of Conduct training: The Clerk reported on the Code of Conduct training session at LDC 
offices on 7 January 2020 which he had attended with the Chairman.  Action: the notes given at 
the training session to be circulated to all members. 

e. Wall Speed sign: This had now been repaired and was back in situ.  The Clerk was thanked for 
arranging the repair with the suppliers, free of charge. 

f. Wall car park overnight parking:  It was reported that a car was still present and had now been 
permanently parked there for some 3 months.   The Clerk reported on the response from LDC and 
there was a detailed discussion on possible action.  Action: Clerk to contact PCSO to ask if she 
could speak to the vehicle owner.   In addition, a means of enforcing a ban on overnight parking 
in the car park to be placed on the agenda for the March Council meeting.   

73. Lichfield Local Plan Review Consultation 
Lichfield District Council was currently consulting on its Local Plan Review.   The Review contained 
no major development proposals relating to Wall parish.    Action: Clerk to submit comments that 
the narrow Green Belt between the south of Lichfield and Wall needed to be protected from 
development; in particular the vulnerable area around Wall Island.  

74. Lichfield City Centre Masterplan Consultation 

It was noted that Lichfield District Council was consulting on a masterplan for Lichfield city centre. 

75. Planning Applications 

a. New applications: 

i.  19/01736/FULM Barn Farm, Cranebrook Lane, Hilton  
Erection of agricultural building for cold storage with lean-to canopy, private way/track to 
serve potato grader, hardstanding and associated works (part retrospective). 
Resolved: Detailed objections to be submitted based on the previous objections. 

ii.   20/00015/FUH Fosseway Court, Fosseway Lane, Pipehill 
Installation of two storey monopitch stairwell to side to encase the stair core with materials 
to match existing and replacement conservatory to rear.  Resolved: No objections.  

b. Decisions on previous applications:  The following was noted:  

Ref Address Details Wall PC Comment Decision 

19/01699/FUL Manor Farm, Wall Lane Retention of flue to serve biomass boiler No objections Awaited 

 
76. Parish Council Website  

It was noted that the current website was very basic, would not comply with the Public Sector 
Bodies Website Accessibility Regulations coming into effect in September, and did not currently 
have an SSL certificate.   

Resolved: to take up the SCC website offer at £125 p.a. which would meet the new requirements.    

77. Requests for Funding  
 A request had been received from the St John’s PCC for a contribution towards the costs of 

churchyard maintenance in 2019.   A schedule of expenditure incurred by the PCC had been 
circulated to councillors.     Resolved: That the Council make a grant of £1,307.82. 
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78. Budget and Precept for 2020/21 
 A draft budget, circulated as Appendix 2 to the agenda, was discussed. 

 RESOLVED: That the budget for  2020/21 be adopted, with a Precept of £11,845. 

79.  Accounts for Payment and Bank Reconciliation 

 The bank reconciliation for 31 December was circulated and noted.   
 Resolved: payment of the following: 

Date Paid Chq. Payee Details TOTAL 

03/12/19 800 Wall Village Hall Room Hire 20/11/19 Council 18.00 

03/12/19 801 Wall Village Hall Use by Payback Team 22/9/19 to 17/11/19 80.00 

21/01/20 834 Npower Ltd H3120001 Car park light 1/10/19 to 31/12/19 40.71 

21/01/20 835 PW  Total £48.75 
Reimbursement for wheelie bin 2020 36.00 

Reimbursement for VE Day envelopes 12.75 

21/01/20 836 Benhill Press 500 VE Day leaflets 99.00 

21/01/20 837 
Wall Village Hall    
Total £98.00 

Use by Payback Team 24/11/19 to 19/1/20 80.00 

Room Hire 21/1/20 Council 18.00 

21/01/20 838 P. Young   Net Salary + expenses Dec/Jan 441.73 

21/01/20 839 HMRC PAYE on salary  97.40 

21/01/20 840 St John's Wall PCC Grant for churchyard maintenance  1,307.82 

    2,231.41 

 

80.  Calendar of Meetings 1920/21 

The Calendar of Meetings was agreed as follows: 
Tue 17 March 2020, 7:30 pm, Wall Village Hall.  
Tue 19 May 2020, 7:30 pm, Wall Village Hall (Annual Council, preceded by Annual Parish Meeting) 
Tue 21 July 2020, 7:30 pm, Wall Village Hall 
Tue 15 September 2020, 7:30 pm, Wall Village Hall 
Tue 17 November 2020, 7:30 pm, Wall Village Hall 
Tue 19 January 2021, 7:30 pm, Wall Village Hall 
Tue 16 March 2021, 7:30 pm, Wall Village Hall 
Tue 18 May 2021, 7:30 pm, Wall Village Hall (Annual Council, preceded by Annual Parish Meeting) 

 

*     *     * 
 

There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9:00 pm 

 

Chairman:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            Date: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 


