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Minutes of the Meeting of Wall Parish Council held on Wednesday 29 November 2017 

at 7:30 pm at Wall Village Hall 

Present: Cllr M J Crowe (Chairman) and Cllrs R Barker, J Linney, C Rubisch, A Ryman, P Sampson, R Saxton.   

In attendance: Peter Young, Clerk. 

Apologies: None: all members present. 

50.  Declarations of Interest and Dispensations:  

Cllr A Ryman applied for and was granted a dispensation to run until the annual meeting of Council in 

May 2019 permitting him to speak and vote on matters relating to St John the Baptist, Wall, in which 

he had a disclosable interest under Part B of the Council’s Code of Conduct, as a member of the PCC.  

51. Minutes 

Cllr R Saxton to be added to the list of members present.  Subject to this amendment the Minutes of 

the Council Meeting held on 27 September 2017 as circulated with the agenda were approved and 

signed as a correct record. 

52. Matters Arising on the Minutes 

a. Minute 36b - The gullies in Raikes Lane still needed to be emptied.  Action: Clerk to report again 
to SCC.  

b. Minute 36f - There were continuing problems at the northern Wall Island for vehicles exiting to 
the A5127.  Action: Clerk to write to Christopher Pincher MP seeking action.   

c. Minute 40d - The Wall Village Hall Management Committee had now purchased a screen and had 
a long-term loan of a projector.  These could be made available for meetings of the Parish Council, 
so there was no immediate need for the Council to buy these items. 

d. Minute 41d – SCC had reported that the overgrown hedge opposite the bus shelter at Muckley 
Corner had been cut.  Action: Chairman to check that the work had been done.  

53. Policing Matters:  PCSOs had sent apologies that they were unable to attend.  

54. Public Session:  No public present. 

55. District and County Councillors’ comments: 

All had been sent the agenda notifying them that this item was on the agenda and asking for a reply if 

unable to attend.  No responses had been received and no District or County Councillors were present.  

56. Reports from Chairman, Councillors and Clerk (including correspondence received) 

a. A member reported that the area by the new fence which had been put up by Bromford Housing 
at the Butts was now overgrown.   The Chairman agreed to investigate. 

b. A member reported that dog poo bags were being left in Market Lane.  It was agreed that an item 
should appear in the next parish newsletter on this. 

c. Members reported that at the top end of Market Lane, and on Cranebrook Lane onto the A5 the 
lanes were now very narrow because the embanked verges needed cutting back.  Action: Clerk to 
report to SCC. 

57. Highways & Open Spaces 

a. Churchyard Maintenance: It was reported that the compost bin was full.  Cllr Sampson in liaison 

with Cllr Barker and Cllr Ryman agreed to arrange for emptying and disposal of the bin and 

consider possible future involvement of the Community Payback team.  Members also considered 

whether purchase of a mulching mower would reduce the amount of cuttings that needed to be 

composted.  Members felt there needed to be closer liaison between the Parish Council and PCC 

on the churchyard maintenance e.g. on works required, and what works could be undertaken by 

the Community Payback Team.     
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b. SCC Revised Maintenance Priorities for Rights of Way:    
SCC was currently undertaking a consultation which involved classifying public rights of way into 
3 categories: ‘A’ where the majority of resources would be focussed, ‘B’ where some of the 
resources would be used, and ‘C’ which would be supported when resources allowed.  A map 
showing the category proposed for each public right of way in the parish had been sent to 
members with the agenda, and was noted   

c. Footpaths and verge maintenance:  
The Clerk had prepared a draft verge-cutting contract.  It was agreed that this should be for verge-
cutting only, and that any other non-routine works should be arranged separately.   Action:  The 
Chairman, Vice Chairman and Clerk to make sites visits to agree the area of verge cutting required. 

d. Mapping software: 
Related to the above, the Clerk had arranged a free trial of online mapping software from Parish 
Online.  This provided the ability to add a layer to maps to show the areas to be cut.  It also had a 
number of other features such as Land Registry data, which would be useful for the Council. 

Resolved: That the Council arrange to purchase the online mapping.  
[Net cost £30 per annum, plus a one-off set up fee of £20 in first year] 

e. Community Payback Team:  It was noted that this was now operating again.  

58. Planning 

a. New applications:  None. 

b. Decisions on previous applications: The following decisions were noted: 

Ref Address Details Wall PC Comment Date Decision 

17 02 823 W  Greener 
Composting, Wall 

Vary condition 13 to allow the site 
to receive waste 7 days a week 

No objections 23/06/2017 Granted 
5/10/17 

17/00624/FUL 
17/00625/LBC 

Wall Farm, Green 
Lane 

Two storey rear extension, etc No objections (with 
comments) 

26/07/2017 Approved 
12/10/17 

17/01010/OHL   Pipe Hill Overhead line, Pipe Hill No objections 26/07/2017 Determined 
by DTI 
26/9/17 

17/01191/OUFMEI Deanslade Park 
Project South of 
Falkland Road  

475 dwellings, etc Various comments 
re Claypit Lane etc  

27/09/2017 Awaited 

17/01036/COU Springhill Farm 
Walsall Road  

Change of use from agricultural 
building to form mausoleum 

Recommend 
Refusal 

27/09/2017 Approved 
14/11/17 

17/01188/OUT Cranebrook 
Cottage, Pouk Ln 

Erection of a single dwelling Recommend 
Refusal 

27/09/2017 Refused 
02/11/17 

59. Speed Watch Sign 

a. A grant application had been submitted on 12 September to the Community Foundation of 
Staffordshire Road Safety Grant Fund, for a grant of £3,395 to purchase a mobile speed watch sign 
with recording software.  No response to date from the grant application. 

b. A member requested that the usual location for the speed camera van on Claypit Lane needed to 
be changed.  Action:  Clerk to contact Marisha Place. 

60. Proposed changes to Parish Council Local Council Tax Support Grant from 2018/19 

It was noted that Lichfield District Council at its meeting on 17 October had confirmed that no local 
council tax support grant would be paid to parishes with effect from 1 April 2018.  The amount of 
support grant received by the Council in the current year was £457, which represented 4.4 % of the 
total precept of £10,500. 

It was noted that the 2018/19 tax base for the parish (the amount of income raised for each £1 of Band 
D Council tax) would be £193.88, an increase of 1.1% on the 2017/18 tax base of £193.88.  The Council’s 
2018/19 budget would be set at its January meeting.  
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61. General Data Protection Regulations 

The Clerk outlined to members the scope and implications of the General Data Protection Regulations 
which would take effect from 28 May 2018 and considerably extend the scope of current Data 
Protection legislation.   The Chairman and Clerk had attended a recent SCC seminar on this matter. 

62. Grant Applications 

a. Resolved: That a grant of £100 be made to the Beatus Choral Group towards costs of their 
concert at St John the Baptist Church on 8 December 2017. 

b. Members considered details supplied by St John’s PCC of their churchyard maintenance costs for 
2017 to date.  It was agreed that further consideration needed to be given to these figures and 
the matter would therefore be considered at the Council’s January meeting.  

63. Future /Meeting dates   

The following meeting dates were confirmed.  All meeting at 7.30pm at Wall Village Hall. 

Tuesday 23 January 2018 (budget setting meeting) 
Wednesday 21 March 2018 
Wednesday 16 May 2018 (Annual Parish Meeting followed by Annual Council Meeting) 
Wednesday 18 July 2018 
Wednesday 19 September 2018 
Wednesday 21 November 2018 
Wednesday 16 January 2019 (budget setting meeting) 
Wednesday 20 March 2019 
Wednesday 15 May 2019 (Annual Parish Meeting followed by Annual Council Meeting) 

(NB Council election date scheduled for Thursday 2 May 2019)  

64. Accounts for Payment and bank reconciliation:  

a. Members noted the receipts & payments schedule and bank reconciliation at 31 October 2017. 

b. Resolved: payment of the following accounts: 

Date Paid Chq Payee Details TOTAL 

05/10/2017 709 ACW Arb (replaced chq 704) Make oak tree safe - loose limb 100.00 

05/10/2017 710 Greenland Garden Services Grass Cutting - Invoice 79 (3 October cut)    200.00 

13/10/2017 711 Wall Village Hall Room Hire 27/9/17 18.00 

29/11/2017 712 Morgan Garden Services Drain clearing, sweeping, etc 340.00 

29/11/2017 713 M J Crowe Mileage and parking expenses 31.14 

29/11/2017 714 P Young Net Salary Oct/Nov 2017 + expenses 390.57 

29/11/2017 715 HMRC PAYE on salary  93.00 

29/11/2017 716 Wall Village Hall Room Hire 29/11/17 18.00 

29/11/2017 717 Beatus Grant re concert on 8/12/17 100.00  

65. Confidentiality:  Resolved: That by reason of the confidential nature of the business next to be 

transacted, the public and press be excluded from the Meeting.  

66.  Staffing matters 

An employment contract/job description for Mr P Young to become Parish Clerk from 1 Dec 2017 had 

been circulated to members.  This was confirmed and signed by the Chairman on behalf of the Council. 

 

There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 21:30 pm 

 

Chairman:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            Date: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  


